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Farrowing 
Farm ID:  

DATE:    
Section ID:  

 

1. Hunger and thirst 

Animal-based indicators  Animal Welfare (Pigs) Code of Welfare 2010 

a. Sows   

- Vocalisation / noise  Minimum Standard No. 2 – Feed 

(a) All pigs must receive adequate quantities of food and 
nutrients each day to enable each pig to: 

i. maintain good health; 
ii. meet its physiological demands; and 
iii. avoid metabolic and nutritional disorders. 

(b) Feed must be provided in such a way as to prevent undue 
competition and injury. 

(c) When the body condition of any pig falls to 2 or below (on a 
scale of 1-5) immediate remedial action must be taken to 
resolve the issue 

- Physical appearance  

- Behaviour  

- Mobility  

- Faeces  

 
 

   

   

 

 

Minimum Standard No. 4 – Water 

(a) An adequate daily supply of water that is palatable, not 
harmful to health and at a temperature that does not inhibit 
drinking must be accessible to all pigs, at all times 

 
Farm operating procedures provide for the daily water needs of pigs 
via bowls, drinker nipples, straws, or wet feed system troughs 

   

The water in troughs is clean water with no debris 
 

b. Piglets   

- Vocalisation / noise  Minimum Standard No. 3 – Feed:New-Born Piglets 
(a) All piglets must receive colostrum or an appropriate 

substitute as soon as possible after birth, and within 24 
hours. 

(b) If piglets are not being feed adequately by the sow, they must 
be fostered, hand reared or killed humanely. 

(c) Fostering must be carefully managed to ensure that the 
nurse sow accepts and is able to feed all of the piglets 

- Physical appearance  

- Behaviour  

- Mobility  

- Faeces 
 

 

Are diets nutritionally balanced?  
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2. Interaction with the physical environment 

Animal-based indicators  Animal Welfare (Pigs) Code of Welfare 2010 

- Vocalisation / noise  
Minimum Standard No. 7 - Temperature 
Ventilation control or other measures must ensure housed pigs 
do not become overheated or cold stressed 

- Physical appearance  

- Behaviour   

- Mobility  Minimum Standard No. 8 – Air Quality 

(a) Adequate ventilation must be provided in order to prevent 
the build-up of dust, and gases such as ammonia, to levels 
that are harmful to pigs 

(b) Immediate and appropriate action must be taken to reduce 
ammonia levels if they exceed 25 ppm at pig level 

- Faeces  

 
 

   

 

 

 

Minimum Standard No. 6 – Housing and Equipment  
(a) Housing systems must be designed, constructed and 

maintained in a manner that provides suitable 
(comfortable) temperatures, fresh air, and hygienic 
conditions. 

(b) All group housed pigs must be able to stand, move about 
and lie down without undue interference with each other in 
a space that provides for separation of dunging, lying and 
eating areas. 

(c) Omitted  (growers only) 
(d) Inspection of all pigs must be possible. 
(e) The risk of injury, disease or stress for pigs must be 

minimised by appropriate design, construction and 
maintenance of housing and equipment. 

(f) Pigs must be provided with natural or artificial light of 
appropriate intensity for a minimum of nine hours each 
day. 

(g) All mechanical equipment used in pig production must be 
maintained in good working order. 

(h) Alternative means of temperature regulation, ventilation, 
feeding and watering of stock must be available in case of 
power or computer failure or mechanical breakdown.  

(i) Systems must be designed to minimise the impact of 
flooding in the event that water pipes or fittings burst. 

(j) Appropriate fire prevention measures and a fire 
emergency plan that includes feed milling areas adjacent 
to pig housing must be in place 
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Animal-based indicators  Animal Welfare (Pigs) Code of Welfare 2010 

Recommended pen dimensions Minimum Standard No. 10 – Managing Interactions 
between Sows and Piglets 

a) Accommodation for farrowing and lactating sows must be 
of suitable design and sufficient size to allow the sow to 
lie down at full length and without leg restriction. 

b) Support, such as barriers or sloping walls to lean against, 
must be provided for the sow as she lies down, and she 
must be able to rise and stand comfortably without undue 
risk of injury to her litter. 

c) When standing in a farrowing crate the sow must not 
touch both sides of the crate simultaneously, and her 
back must not touch any bars along the top. 

d) The farrowing system must provide an area to which the 
piglets can retreat when the sow moves. 

e) If sows are to be confined in farrowing crates before 
farrowing, it must be for no more than five days. 

f) If sows are to be confined in farrowing crates for lactation, 
it must be for no more than four weeks after farrowing. 

g) Notwithstanding (f), nurse sows may be retained in a 
farrowing crate for a further week for fostering purposes. 
This is conditional on no more than 5% of sows in any 
herd at any one time being retained as nurse sows. 

h) Sows, in any farrowing system constructed after 3 
December 2010, must be provided with material that can 
be manipulated until farrowing. 

Measurement (m) At 150 kg At 200kg  

Length - Lying area 1.6 1.85  

 - Rump rail 0.2 0.2  

 - Trough 0.3 0.3  

Total Length  2.10 2.35  

Width - Floor level to 0.2cm 0.8 0.9  

 - 0.2 to 1.0m above floor level 0.5 0.5  

Bottom Rail - Height from floor 0.18-0.22 0.20-0.25  

 - Distance from draught barrier 0.30 0.30  

     
Measured pen dimensions  

  

  

  

 

Minimum Standard No. 5 – Shelter for Pigs Outdoors 

(a) Pigs must be provided with dry and draught-free but 
adequately ventilated shelter 

(b) Pigs must be provided with the means to minimise the 
effects of adverse weather, including the effects of heat 
and cold stress 

  

      
  

   

Minimum Standard No. 9 Behaviour 
Pigs must be managed in a manner that provides them 
sufficient opportunities to express and satisfy their normal 
behaviours. These include, but are not limited to, feeding, 
drinking, sleeping, dunging and urination, vocalisation, 
thermoregulation, and social contact 

Comments 
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2
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2
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3. Health, injury and disease 

Animal-based indicators  Animal Welfare (Pigs) Code of Welfare 2010 

- Vocalisation / noise  
Minimum Standard No. 18 – Management of Health and 
Injury 

(a) The owner or person in charge must check pigs at least 
once each day for signs of ill-health or injury and must 
undertake timely preventative or remedial action as 
appropriate. 

(b) Those responsible for the care of pigs must be competent 
at recognising the signs of good health, ill health, or injury 
and must consult a veterinarian as appropriate. 

(c) Medication must only be used in accordance with 
registration conditions, and the manufacturer’s instructions 
or professional advice. 

(d) Piglets must receive sufficient iron to prevent anaemia. 
(e) Contaminated bedding, faeces and urine must not 

accumulate to the extent that they pose a threat to the 

health and welfare of pigs. 

- Physical appearance  

- Behaviour  

- Mobility  

- Faeces  

  

  

 
 

Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Sign-off 
Enter the total number of responses 
in each category in the boxes 
provided 

 
   

 (total of 22) 
 

(total of 10) 

     
Name of Inspector Signature 
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